RESEARCHERS SHOULD GIVE SOME CONSIDERATION TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WHEN DEVELOPING TOOLS FOR ASSENT FROM CHILDREN

The National Health Act (NHA) classifies children as being up to the age of 18 years and, in addition to assent from the child, requires consent from parents/ legal guardians. 

Assent from children needs to be age related and consideration must be given to the cognitive, literacy and language ability of the children to be involved in the research.  Innovative ways of enhancing understanding needs to be considered – e.g. the use of cartoons, video clips, etc.  

Explain the following to the child in a language s/he can understand once s/he has assented to talk:

 What is the aim of the study: The aim of the study is to find out if you are receiving all the care that you need for your illness.
 Who is doing the study? This study is being done on behalf of organisations which take care of people with illnesses like yours.
 Why are we doing this study? We are doing this study so that we can find out about the care you need for your illness and also try to find out areas where we need to give better care.
 What will happen during the study? I will ask you a few questions and ask you to answer them.  But, you don’t need to answer any questions that you don’t want to answer.

 Are there good things and bad things about the study? The good thing about the study is that we will learn more about the care you are receiving and find out what care you are not receiving. The only bad thing is that you might find some of the questions that we ask difficult to answer.  Please ask as many questions as you want to, to help you understand what we are trying to do. 
 Who will know about what I did in the study? No one will know apart from your carer and the few people doing the study; no one else will know that you are involved.
 Can I decide if I want to be in the study? You can decide to be in the study or not. Nobody will be angry or upset if you do not want to be in the study.  We will also be talking to your parent / legal guardians about the study as they have to say that it is OK for you to be involved (if you want to be) and we will also have to ask them some questions too.  
NB:  This assent form is to be used for verbal children aged 6 years and over and is adapted from the assent template from the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada.
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